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Abstract

Insufficient awareness among livestock farmers about the epidemiology of parasitic diseases is one of the main
obstacles to their control and prevention. Therfore, the present stuy aimed to determine the level of knowledge,
attitude and practice of livestock farmers in Khuzestan province regarding parasitic diseases and drug resistance.
The results of the study is given as follows: the relative frequency of awareness of the livestock farmers about the
resistance of parasites to drugs 78%, good knowledge 52%, positive attitude 58% and good practice 57.3%.
Farming location, duration of farming and satisfaction level had a significant relationship with knowledge. In
addition, the farmer's knowledge, farming location, age and satisfaction level had a significant effect on the
attitude. Also, farmer's attitude, satisfaction level, farmer's occupation and gender had a significant effect on
practice. The findings of the present study showed that the level of awareness of livestock farmers of Khuzestan
province about the resistance of parasites to drugs is high, but they do not have an acceptable performance in the
context of rotating use of anti-parasitic drugs, consultation with a veterinarian for treatment, suitable ways to store
the drug, and not using livestock’s product for a period after anthelmintic treatment. Also, this study showed that
the level of knowledge, attitude and practice of livestock farmers of this province is acceptable, so that a significant
percentage of livestock farmers are aware of the commonality of some parasitic diseases between humans and
animals, the role of dogs in the occurrence of some of them, the quarantine of new animals entering herd, the ways
of entry and the symptoms of parasitic diseases; however, a number of them are unaware of the possibility of
some parasitic agents entering through mating and do not carry out spraying the place and anti-mite bath in
preventing some parasitic diseases. Therefore, it is recommended that the interest of farmers to receive training
through veterinarians, retraining classes on new findings of parasitic diseases and ways to prevention, control and
treatment for the veterinarians of the province be taken into account.
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