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Abstract

Uterine diseases are common problem that influence the reproductive output in dairy farm. Different factors
include metabolic disturbances may affect the uterine defense mechanism and contribute at postpartum uterine
disease occurrence. The routine metabolic profile is measurements of net values of non-esterified fatty acids
(NEFA), B-hydroxybutyric acid (BHBA), and glucose (GlIc) in cow serum. The present study aimed to look at the
ratios of the energy metabolic products during the transition period and investigate their relationship with bovine
clinical endometritis. The weekly serum samples were collected from 100 dairy cows during the transition period
(2 weeks prepartum to 3 weeks postpartum). In the clean test (Day 30 postpartum), 16 cows were selected, and
assigned in a case-control repeated measure design into two groups as clinical endometritis (CE: n=8) or healthy
cows (n=8). The respective serum samples of the cows were assayed for NEFA, BHBA, and Glc. All the
measurement units were converted to mM/L and the ratios were calculated. The trend of changes in the ratios of
NEFA to BHBA was in a steady state in healthy cows during the transition period, while it raised at the time of
parturition in the CE group (P<0.05). While the significant increase in NEFA to Glc ratio started after parturition
in healthy cows, it was begun to increase before parturition in CE. The trend of changes in the energy metabolite
ratios during the transition is different in CE compared to healthy dairy cows.

Keywords: Bovine, Clinical endometritis, Energy metabolites, Ratio

Introduction

The metabolic disturbance IS the animal must compensate for its energy

accompanied by the alterations in three
blood metabolic elements; Glucose (Glc),
non-esterified fatty acid (NEFA), and f-
hydroxybutyric acid (BHBA). In common
during the transition period, cows experience
a low dry matter intake that causes to
decrease in the serum Glc. On the other hand,

requirement through fat mobility from its
resources that cause to increase in NEFA.
With increased NEFA oxidation, some
levels of fatty acids will enter to ketogenesis
pathway in the liver (Murray et al., 2009).
The relationship between metabolic
disturbances and postpartum uterus diseases
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in dairy cows has been established
(Giuliodori et al., 2013a, 2013b; Konyves et
al., 2009). All the published studies on the
topic, considered the mean net values of
metabolic signals, i.e., the serum NEFA,
Glc, and BHBA concentrations, in
reproductive pathologies of dairy cows.
Based on the energy metabolism pathways
there are dynamic equations amongst three
elements and their changes can be related to
each other, i.e., they are converted to each
other during energy metabolism. Therefore,
the present study aimed to investigate the
ratios (NEFA to BHBA, NEFA to Glc, and
BHBA to Glc) of the serum energy
metabolites (as indicator of their equation)
during the transition period in bovine
clinical endometritis (CE).

Materials and Methods

The study was conducted in a
commercial dairy herd (mean milk yield of
45 kg/day) in the center of Iran (32.3282°
N, 50.8769° E) during autumn and winter.
The animals were maintained in a free-stall
shed and received a diet based on a total
mixed ration during the transition period.
The blood samples were collected weekly
from one hundred selected cows at weeks -
2,-1,0, 1, 2, and 3 of parturition between
0800 to 0100 h, and the collected sera were
stored at —80°C until assay. The serum
NEFA and BHBA (Randox Laboratories
Ltd, UK) and Glc (Pars-Azmoon, Iran) were
assayed using specific commercial kits. All
of the assays were converted to mM/L to
calculate the ratios of NEFA to BHBA
(NF/BH), NEFA to Glucose (NF/Glc), and
BHBA to Glucose (BH/GIc).

In this case-control repeated measure
design, the uterus was examined at day 30
postpartum, using B-mode ultrasound (7.5
MHz) and Fissore, Edmondson, Pashen,
and Bondurant (1986) indices for defining
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CE; accumulation of non-echogenic fluid
containing snowy particles within uterus
with thickened uterine wall. The animals
with dystocia, the retained placenta, or
metritis in the respected parturition were
excluded. Sixteen cows were selected and
equally assigned into two groups as CE and
healthy. Their respective collected serum
samples were subjected to assay.

Two-way repeated-measures ANOVA
with pdiff post hoc test was used for data
analysis in SAS (SAS/stat 9.2 user guide).
The data were expressed as the Least square
means and standard error of the mean.
P<0.05 was considered significant.

Results

Nineteen cows were diagnosed as clinical
endometritis in the study that 12 cows were
had no history of dystocia, retained fetal
membrane, ketosis or milk fever.

Figure 1 shows that the serum NEFA
begins to increase from a week of pre-
calving in endometritis cows, while changes
are significant from the time of calving
onwards in healthy cows. The serum BHBA
and Glc changes were not significantly
different during the period of the study
between the two groups.

NF/BH at the calving week was higher
than other weeks in the CE group (Figure 2;
P<0.05). The weekly comparison showed
lower levels of NF/BH in the healthy
(0.73£0.64) compared to CE groups
(2.3£0.36; P=0.03). NF/Glc was mainly
under influence of weeks rather than
endometritis. NF/Glc at calving week was
the highest among all the weeks in the CE
group (P<0.05). NF/Glc increased during
the post-calving weeks (weeks 1 and 2) in
the healthy group (P<0.05). Figure 2 shows
no change in BH/GlIc either in terms of the
main effects or interaction of the weeks and
groups (P>0.05).
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Figure 1. The serum energy metabolites (LSmean+SEM) in healthy (n=8) and CE (n=8) dairy
cows during the transition period (wk 0= week of calving). * indicates a significant difference
compared to wk 0 within the healthy group (P<0.05). findicates significant difference
compared to wk 0 within the CE group (P<0.05). CE: clinical endometritis; NEFA: non-
esterified fatty acid; BHBA: B-hydroxybutyric acid and Glucose: Glc.
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Figure 2. The ratios of the serum energy metabolites (LSmean=SEM) in healthy (n=8) and CE
(n=8) dairy cows during the transition period (wk 0= week of calving). * indicates a significant
difference compared to wk 0 within the healthy group (P<0.05). findicates significant
difference compared to wk 0 within the CE group (P<0.05). CE: clinical endometritis; NF: non-
esterified fatty acid; BH: B-hydroxybutyric acid and Glucose: Glc.
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Discussion

In the current study, we observed altered
early prepartum serum NEFA
concentrations in CE compared to healthy
cows. The changes of the serum BHBA and
Glc were not so different in both groups of
animals. The weekly patterns of NF/BH and
NF/Glc were considerable in the cases of
the bovine CE. The healthy cows showed
changes after calving with a steady-state
pattern before calving. The animals in the
CE group had started the changes from two
weeks of pre-calving. BH/Glc was not
different between groups during all the
sampling time points. It has been
established that by reducing food intake
during the prepartum period, the animals
change their source of energy from Glc to
NEFA. The free fatty acid mobilization and
metabolism accelerate the ketone body
production; i.e., acetoacetate, acetone, and
BHBA. In the present study, the CE cows
showed an early pre-calving transition to
the NEFA production with decreasing the
associated serum Glc that was recovered
during early postpartum by reducing NEFA
and rising Glc. However, NF/Glc in the
healthy animals was started to increase after
parturition and continued for a longer time.
Since the stress, as well as negative energy
balance, may increase the NEFA (Murray et
al., 2009), the causes of discrepant NEFA
can be different in the groups. Based on the
modifications in serum Glc and NEFA, it
looks that changes in the ratio in the healthy
cows can be a stress-induced phenomenon.
As the serum BHBA followed a steady-state
condition in both groups, it assumes that
NF/BH was mainly related to the NEFA
concentrations. The trends of changes of
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